
United States F^tent and TkAPEMARK OmcE 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMJIERCE 
United States Patent and Trademmrk Office 
A(Mrest: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 14» 

Akscasdna. Vbgtnia 22313-1450 

WWW.CSptO.gO'V 



APPUCAnONNO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION 140. 



09/342.707 



06/29/1999 



KENNETH O. HILL 



312.104331R0. 



6971 



20457 7590 07/01/2003 

ANTONELLI, terry, stout & KRAUS, LLP 
1300 NORTH SEVENTEENTH STREET 
SUITE 1800 

ARLINGTON, VA 22209-9889 



EXAMINER 



HEALY, BRIAN 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2874 

DATE MAILED: 07/01/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



• 

Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/342,707 



Examiner 

Brian M. Healy 



Applicant(s) 
HILL ETAL01 



Art Unit 

2874 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, hovvever, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from ttie mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above Is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing dale of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the applicafion to become ABANEX)NED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communk^fion. even if fimely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 November 2002 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL, 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) S Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1-54 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 30-42 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 1-29 and 43-54 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to, 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)[3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited {PT0^92) 4) □ Inten/iew Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PT0.1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: ^ //^n 
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L This application is in condition for aUowance except for the following formal matters: 

Original patent claims 1-29 along with newly presented claims 43-54 have been 
found to be patentable over the prior art of record. A more detailed " STATEMENT OF 
REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE" will follow in due course. 

2. The original patent, or a statement as to loss or inaccessibility of the original patent, must 
be received before this reissue applic ation can hg allnwoH See 37 CFR 1.178. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 
Quayle, 1935 CD. II, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

Any questions concerning this oflSce action should be directed to: 
Brian M. Healy I \ 



Primary Examiner 




Art Unit: 2874 



Phone:(703)308-2693 



